
Greg Lyle 
 President, Innovative Research Group 

Greg Lyle is the Founder and President 
of Innovative Research Group Inc. 
(INNOVATIVE), a national public 
opinion research and consultation firm 
with offices in Toronto and Vancouver. 
INNOVATIVE is focused on connecting 
its clients with the audiences that are 
critical to achieving their goals.

As a former principal secretary to 
Manitoba premier Gary Filmon, Greg has 

built a career at the intersection of public opinion, communications, 
and public policy. With over 30 years of communications and opinion 
research experience, Greg and his team of twenty-five researchers use 
a full range of research tools to provide strategic counsel to public, 
private and not-for-profit clients across a variety of sectors including 
financial services, transportation, resource industries, energy, and health 
care.

Greg has a strong background in energy. Since 2007, INNOVATIVE 
has run an annual national study on siting infrastructure that has 
tracked views on pipelines, shale gas, electricity transmission and 
various forms of generations. INNOVATIVE’s custom clients include 
pipelines, petroleum producers, electricity generators, transmission 
companies, distributors, and regulators.

Much of Greg’s current work has focused on social permission.  On 
issues ranging from toll roads to higher electricity rates to wind farms 
and transmission lines, INNOVATIVE has delivered strategic and 
communications research as well as running research-based public 
consultations. 

Greg’s polls have been highlighted in such media as the Economist, 
the Wall Street Journal and most Canadian news outlets. In 2016, Greg 
received the Public Affairs Association of Canada Award of Distinction. 
He also holds the Certified Analytics and Insights Profession (CAIP) 
designation.

INNOVATIVE’s polls have been highlighted in media across the 
country. In 2016, Greg received the Public Affairs Association of 
Canada Award of Distinction. Greg splits his time between Vancouver 
and Toronto with regular stops in Calgary and lives in Gibsons, BC.

The Hon. Nathan Neudorf  
Minister of Affordability and Utilities 

and Vice Chair of Treasury Board, 

MPP, Lethbridge-East, Government  

of Alberta

Nathan Neudorf was sworn in as 
Minister of Affordability and Utilities 
and Vice Chair of Treasury Board on 
June 9, 2023. He previously served 
as Deputy Premier and Minister of 
Infrastructure.

Prior to his service as an elected official, Mr. Neudorf worked in 
commercial construction. He has his civil and structural engineering 
diploma and is a red seal journeyman carpenter as well as a gold seal 
project manager.

An active community volunteer and leader, Mr. Neudorf served 
as the past president of the Lethbridge Construction Association 
and on the board of directors for the Alberta Construction 
Association, Alberta Construction Safety Association, and Worker’s 
Compensation Board.

Mr. Neudorf, his wife, Deanne, and their 5 children live in 
Lethbridge. In his spare time, he enjoys running, landscaping, and 
spending time outdoors. 

Nathan Neudorf was first elected as the Member of the Legislative 
Assembly for Lethbridge-East on April 16, 2019 and was re-elected 
on May 29, 2023.
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Andrew Alley
Andrew leads the investment activities in infrastructure in 
North America, Asia and Australia for CPP Investments and 
has served in senior roles in infrastructure in CPP Investments’ 
Hong Kong, Sydney, London and Toronto offices.

Prior to joining CPP Investments in 2007, Andrew worked 
in the Energy Investment Banking group at RBC Capital 
Markets in Calgary, Alberta and in the Business Development 
group at Pengrowth Energy Trust.

Andrew holds a BA, Finance from Michigan State 
University, and an MBA from the University of Western 
Ontario. He is a CFA charterholder.

Andrew is on the boards of 407 ETR in Canada, 
Transurban Chesapeake in the United States, and the Cikopo-
Palimanan (Cipali) toll road in Indonesia.

Gitane De Silva
Gitane is a public policy leader with executive experience at 
the provincial, national, and international levels and expertise 
in the areas of energy and environment, intergovernmental 
relations, and Canada-U.S. relations.

As CEO of the Canada Energy Regulator from 2020 to 
2023, Gitane ensured the safe and efficient delivery of energy to 
Canada and the world, while also protecting the environment, 
advancing Reconciliation, and providing relevant and timely 
energy information and analysis. As Alberta’s Deputy Minister 
for International and Intergovernmental Relations, Gitane 
directly served four Premiers and advocated for Alberta’s 
interests domestically and internationally. 

Gitane is a seasoned diplomat and a specialist in Canada-
U.S. relations, having served as Alberta’s Senior Representative 
in Washington, DC during the first Trump Administration, and 
as Canada’s Consul General in Chicago, among other roles. 
She promoted trade, investment and energy infrastructure, 
and was also involved in the negotiations of several trade and 
environmental agreements, including the Canada U.S. Mexico 
Agreement, the Canada Free Trade Agreement and the Great 
Lakes Water Quality Agreement. Gitane is the Founder and 
President of the consulting firm, GDStrategic. She is also a 
Managing Director with Negotiations Collective, a Special 
Advisor at Blue Rock Law, a former Global Fellow with the 
Canada Institute at the Wilson Center in Washington, DC, and 
a Board Member with the Public Policy Forum. She is a sought-
after speaker and strategist who is known for her ability to 
explain complex issues in an accessible way. She loves talking 
about geopolitics, Canada-U.S. relations, Canada’s energy 
sector, how Canada works, and why Wonder Woman is the 
superhero of diplomacy.

Roundtable Speakers

Kendall Dilling  
President, Pathways Alliance

As President, Pathways Alliance, Kendall is 
responsible for overseeing the company’s 
strategic direction, the overall coordination of 
technology, project development and external 
relations on behalf of the Alliance members. 
He works closely with a steering committee 
representing the Alliance’s six member 
companies to advance the Alliance’s goals.  

Assuming leadership in June 2022, Kendall 
brings nearly three decades of invaluable 
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Eitan Dehitar
Eitan Dehtiar is the Chief Financial Officer of Arctic 
Gateway Group (AGG), the Indigenous- and community-
owned company that owns and operates the Hudson Bay 
Railway and the Port of Churchill. He is a seasoned CFO 
with extensive experience in transportation, logistics, and 
infrastructure projects, having previously served as CFO with 
BBE Expediting, a northern logistics operator, and SkyLink 
Aviation, an international aerospace and defence contractor. 
He has also held senior finance roles across a range of 
industries and geographies, including manufacturing on the 
International Space Station and the development of hybrid 
airships. At AGG, he leads the company’s financial strategy 
and capital planning as it advances critical infrastructure 
investments, strengthens supply chains, and builds 
partnerships that drive long-term Indigenous and northern 
economic development across Manitoba, the Prairies, and 
Canada.

Dale Friesen
Dale Friesen is Senior Vice President, Corporate Affairs & 
Chief Government Affairs Officer for ATCO.

Appointed to the role in 2020, he oversees ATCO’s 
Government Relations and Indigenous Relations teams 
and provides strategic counsel to the company’s Executive 
Committee on relevant policy and legislative priorities of 
ATCO’s global operations.

Mr. Friesen has more than 30 years of experience with 
ATCO. He has served in technical and senior leadership roles 
in both Canada and Australia and has built and operated 
several power plants and cogeneration facilities, including 
the Bulwer Island Cogeneration Plant in Australia as part of 
the Queensland Clean Fuels Project. He also served as Vice 
President of ATCO Water, where he was responsible for 
business development in Canada, Australia, and the UAE.

Mr. Friesen also led ATCO’s Sustainability group, and 
has attended the United Nations Climate Change Conference 
of the Parties meetings from 2015 to date. His areas of focus 
include carbon markets, global climate and energy policy, 
and Indigenous economic reconciliation through the energy 
transition. Mr. Friesen sits on and oversees several boards and 
committees; he is the chair of Electricity Canada’s Generation 
Council, as well as serving as Executive Officer of the Alberta 
Chamber of Resources Board and an Executive Board Member 
of the Canadian Council of the Americas. Further, he has 
served as a member of Environment and Climate Change 
Canada’s (ECCC) Technical Working Group for Clean Fuel 
Standards as well as the Technical Working Group for Natural 
Gas Greenhouse Gas Regulations.

A graduate of Mechanical Engineering from the 
University of Alberta, Mr. Friesen is a member of both the 
Association of Professional Engineers and Geoscientists of 
Alberta and of Engineers Australia, and in 2024, received 
his ICD.D designation from the Rotman Directors Education 
Program in Toronto.

Martha Hall Findlay
Martha Hall Findlay is the Director of the School of Public 
Policy of the University of Calgary, and the James S. and 
Barbara A. Palmer Chair in Public Policy. 

Prior to joining the School of Public Policy, Martha was 
Chief Sustainability and Chief Climate Officer for Suncor 
Energy. She was instrumental in the development of the 
Oil Sands Pathways to Net Zero by 2050 initiative. Prior to 
Suncor Martha was the President and CEO of the Canada 
West Foundation. She has written dozens of essays, articles 
and op eds and has frequently appeared in national print 
and broadcast media. She has been a corporate lawyer, 
international trade expert and senior business executive. She 
was named a Canadian Climate Champion in 2021; one of 
Canada’s Clean50 for 2022; a top global female oil and gas 
executive and one of the top 275 global women influencers. 
She was awarded the Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee 
Medal in 2023.

As a Member of Parliament, she served in the Official 
Opposition shadow cabinet for International Trade; Finance; 
Transport, Infrastructure and Communities; and Public Works 
and Government and served on the House of Commons 
committees for all of those portfolios. Martha holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in International Relations from the University of 
Toronto, a Bachelor of Laws from Osgoode Hall Law School 
at York University and has completed the Directors Education 
Program at the University of Toronto’s Rotman School of 
Management.

Corey Goulet
As Chief Regulatory Officer, Corey Goulet is responsible for 
leading the Regulatory function and the Tolling Execution 
organization, managing critical rate case efforts.

Previously, Corey has held several executive leadership 
roles at Kiewit Corporation, Steelhead LNG, Kingston 
Midstream and TC Energy. He has worked in commercial, 
business development, technical, project management and 
operation departments in many different sectors of the energy 
industry, including oil and gas production; oil, gas and refined 
products pipelines; and thermal, nuclear, wind, solar and 
hydro power generation.

experience in the oil and gas sector with expertise that spans environment, 
regulatory, health and safety, Indigenous and stakeholder relations, surface 
land and business development.  

Kendall holds a Bachelor of Science, a Bachelor of Arts and an MBA from 
the University of Calgary. Prior to his role at Pathways Alliance, Kendall was 
Vice-President, Environment & Regulatory at Cenovus Energy, where he 
shaped environmental strategy, managing the regulatory process for major 
approvals and leading environmental policy advocacy efforts with various 
levels of government. He also led the Cenovus military liaison team, which 
works closely with the Canadian military to coordinate oil and gas activities 
on the Cold Lake Air Weapons Range near Cenovus’s operations. Before 
joining Cenovus, Kendall accrued extensive experience in environmental 
consulting and held pivotal roles in various Canadian and multinational 
pipeline and energy enterprises. 
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Corey has a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering 
and an Executive Management Certificate from the Richard 
Ivey School of Business. He has served on independent Board 
of Directors, Pipeline Research Council International (PRCI) 
and subcommittees for CSA Z662.

Gary Hart
For more than 30 years, Mr. Hart has held a variety of senior 
positions in the energy industry across Canada, currently as 
President and Chief Executive Officer for AltaLink. Prior to 
joining AltaLink in 2017 as Executive Vice President and Chief 
Operating Officer, he was Berkshire Hathaway Energy Canada’s 
first Managing Director. 

Mr. Hart started his career with TransAlta and moved 
through a number of roles of increasing responsibility. As 
Director of Business Development for Western Canada, Mr. 
Hart developed two Alberta cogeneration projects before 
moving to Ontario, where he was VP of Operations, Eastern 
Canada for TransAlta Limited Partnership. 

Following his tenure at TransAlta, Mr. Hart joined 
Westcoast Power as VP Operations with accountabilities for 
their generating portfolio. He then went on to join Suncor 
Energy in utility operations and supply chain, which included 
the role of Senior Vice President of Supply Chain and Field 
Logistics.

Mr. Hart is a registered Professional Engineer and has 
a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from the 
University of Saskatchewan.

Kory Hayko
Kory Hayko was named Executive Vice-President and Chief 
Operating Officer in 2023. He became Vice-President, 
Transmission and Industrial Services in 2017, and previously 
served as Vice-President, Commercial and Industrial 
Operations, Fuel and Cross-Crown Collaboration, and acting 
Vice-President, Customer Services. He has also been President 
and Chief Executive Officer of NorthPoint Energy Solutions, a 
SaskPower subsidiary, since July 2014.

In his more than 30 years at SaskPower, Mr. Hayko 
has served in numerous roles, including Director of Energy 
Management and Trading and Director of Gas Management.

Mr. Hayko holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in 
Industrial Systems Engineering and a Master of Applied Science 
in Energy Systems, both from the University of Regina. He is 
a member of the Association of Professional Engineers and 
Geoscientists of Saskatchewan. He is also a member of the 
Industry Advisory Board with the University of Regina Faculty 
of Engineering.

Corey Hogan
Corey Hogan was elected as Member of Parliament for Calgary 
Confederation on April 28th, 2025. In Parliament, Corey was 
appointed as the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of 
Energy and Natural Resources at the beginning of June 2025.

Before entering parliamentary life, Corey was Vice 
President at the University of Calgary. He has also held 
leadership roles in Alberta’s public service, leading government 
communications for both NDP and UCP premiers. He has been 
an entrepreneur and a strategy consultant, a communications 
executive and an award-winning pundit. He is an active 
participant in civic life and holds an MBA from the Ivey 
Business School at the University of Western Ontario.

Corey, his wife Lori, and their three children call Calgary 
home.

Mark Holman
Mark Holman is the Chief Commercial Officer at Powerex 
Corp. He leads Powerex’s commercial strategy and executive 
relationships with its many trade partners. Mark has 24 years 
of experience at Powerex and is a recognized leader in key 
industry issues and regional initiatives throughout the west. 

Prior to joining Powerex, Mark worked in portfolio 
management in the mid-1990s and led an internet technology 
company from 1999 to 2001. Mark has a Bachelor of 
Commerce in Finance from the University of British Columbia 
and is a CFA® Charterholder.

Robert (RJ) Johnston
Dr. Johnston is the Director of Energy and Natural Resources 
Policy at the School of Public Policy, University of Calgary. Dr. 
Johnston joined the School in 2025 after serving as Senior 
Director of Research at the Center on Global Energy Policy at 
Columbia University. He was previously CEO of the Eurasia 
Group and Managing Director of its Energy, Climate and 
Resources practice. 

Dr. Johnston is a counselor for the Canada-U.S. Trade 
Council and the Trilateral Commission. He holds a doctorate 
in international relations from American University, a master’s 
in political science from McMaster University, and a degree in 
political studies from Bishop’s University.

David McFadden
David is the Chair of the Board of Directors of 407 
International Inc., PCI Geomatics Inc., and Makwa 
Development Corporation. He completed an eight-year 
term as Chair of the Board of Toronto Hydro Inc. at the 
end of 2024.

David is a member of the MaRS Energy Board 
and a member of the Council for Clean and Reliable 
Energy. He served previously as the Chair of the Energy 
Transformation Network of Ontario and Chair of the Board 
of the Ontario Energy Association.

David was a partner at Gowling WLG for over 30 
years where he acted for corporations, municipalities 
and utilities involved in the generation, distribution, 
transmission, marketing and financing of energy projects. 
He served on the Gowling WLG Executive Committee 
and Board of Trustees and was Chair of the firm’s Energy 
and Infrastructure Industry Group and International 
Management Committee.

David serves as Chair of the Board of Directors of the 
Yonge Street Mission and as a board member of Theatre 
Collingwood. He served on the Board of Governors of 
York University from 2013 to 2020. David received an 
Honorary Doctorate from York University in 2012. 

He previously served as Chair of the Toronto Region 
Board of Trade. As Chair, David launched the Board of 
Trade’s focus on energy and infrastructure development 
and renewal in the Greater Toronto Area.

David was the Chair of the Board of the Ontario 
Centres of Excellence Inc. (2004-2010) and in that 
position led the creation of the Centre of Excellence for 
Energy which has supported energy innovation across 
Ontario.

David has also served as Chair of the Stakeholder’s 
Alliance for Electricity Competition and Customer 
Choice, was a member of the Canada-US Electric System 
Working Group which investigated the massive blackout 
in August 2003, co-led an investigation team into the 2006 
nationwide blackout in Jamaica, was a Member of the 
Ontario Ministry of Energy’s Electricity Conservation and 
Supply Task Force (2003-2004) and served on the Ontario 
Distribution Sector Review Panel (2012). 

David was named the Leader of the Year by the 
Ontario Energy Association in 2013.

Tim Murphy
Tim Murphy is Executive Vice President & Chief Strategic 
Affairs Officer, working with Aecon’s leadership team to drive 
and execute Aecon’s strategy with responsibility for identifying 
opportunities where Aecon can grow and scale, partner 
to achieve operating sector objectives, and foster strong 
relationships with key clients and stakeholders.

Mr. Murphy has over three decades of experience in legal 
and management, public service, and private and public 
transactions with a focus on infrastructure, project finance 
and Public-Private Partnerships. Prior to joining Aecon, he 
served as Managing Partner and Chief Executive Officer of 
McMillan LLP, as well as Managing Director of McMillan 
Vantage Public Affairs. Mr. Murphy previously served as Chief 
of Staff to the Prime Minister of Canada, Chief of Staff to the 
Finance Minister of Canada, and as an elected Member of 
Provincial Parliament in Ontario. He serves on the Board of 
Morguard REIT and the Canadian National Institute of the 
Blind and was also previously Chair of the Windsor-Detroit 

Bridge Authority Board of Directors, as well as a variety of 
public, private and non-profit Boards. Tim is the author/editor 
of Construction Law in Canada and author of Public-Private 
Partnerships in Canada. 

Mr. Murphy holds a Master of Laws from Osgoode Hall 
Law School at York University and a Bachelor of Laws from 
the University of Toronto, where he is currently an adjunct 
professor in the Faculty of Law.

Hon. Rod Phillips
Rod Phillips is a business and public policy leader and 
the former Finance and Environment Minister of Ontario. 
Currently he is the Vice Chair of Canaccord Genuity 
Corporation, Chair of Toronto Global and a member of the 
Boards of Aecon Group Inc. (ARE:TO), KEWA Financial and 
Petal Health.

In 2018, he was elected to represent the riding of Ajax 
and served as the Minister of Finance, the Minister Long Term 
Care and the Minister of Environment, Conservation and 
Parks. Prior to his public service, Rod was the President and 
CEO of the Ontario Lottery and Gaming Corporation (OLG) 
and the health and productivity company Morneau-Shepell 
(Lifeworks). He served as the Chair of the Board of Postmedia 
Network Inc., Canadian Chair and Global Advisory Board 
member of AI unicorn Afiniti and served on the corporate 
boards of Data Communications Management, Top Aces, and 
the Interprovincial Lottery Corporation. Rod began his career 
as a management consultant with KPMG and Goodmans LLP 
and as Chief of Staff to the first Mayor of the amalgamated city 
of Toronto.

An active community volunteer, Rod served as the Chair 
of Civic Action and the TELUS Community Fund. He was the 
founding Chair of the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health’s 
Transforming Lives Gala and a member of the Boards of the 
Toronto International Film Festival, the Canadian Psychiatric 
Research Foundation, the Global Business and Economic 
Roundtable on Addiction and Mental Health, the Council of 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, Bridgepoint 
Health, and the Toronto Community Foundation. He is a past 
President of the Canadian Club of Toronto.

Rod was selected as one of Canada’s Top 40 Under 40 and 
as one of the “Best of the Best “on the 10th Anniversary of that 
award. In 2009, with investment partner the Clairvest Group, 
he was awarded the Canadian Venture Capital Association 
Deal of the Year in the Private Equity category. In 2010 he 
was appointed Honorary Lieutenant Colonel, 32nd Combat 
Engineers Regiment headquartered at Downsview Base, Toronto.

A graduate of the MBA program at the Lazaridis School of 
Business and Economics, Wilfrid Laurier University, Rod also 
holds an Honours BA in Political Science and English from 
Western University. He is a graduate of the Rotman School of 
Management Directors Education Program with Institute of 
Corporate Directors designation, ICD.D.

Charlotte Raggett
Ms. Raggett is the President & CEO of Rockies LNG Partners 
and has been working with Rockies since 2018, initially 
as the Chief Commercial Officer and now as President & 
CEO. Rockies LNG is a partnership of Canadian natural gas 
producers working together with Western LNG and the Nisga’a 
First Nation to develop the Ksi Lisims LNG project.

Prior to joining Rockies LNG, Ms. Raggett worked at 
various upstream and midstream companies including 5 
years at Seven Generations Energy as Vice President of Market 
Development and 10 years at Aux Sable as the Vice President, 
Supply & Marketing and Chief Commercial Officer. Her 
career assignments include business development, marketing, 
logistics, economic analysis, commercial operations and 
commodity trading. She has over 30 years of energy industry 
experience at companies including Williams Energy Canada, 
Inter Pipeline, TransCanada Midstream, Dow Chemical Canada, 
and the Canadian Energy Research Institute.

Ms. Raggett earned a Bachelor of Arts in Economics and 
Mathematics from Queen’s University and a Master of Arts 
in Economics from the University of Calgary. She is the past 
president of the Economics Society of Calgary and a past 
treasurer and board member of the Industrial Gas Consumers 
Association of Alberta.
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Bernard Roth
Bernard Roth, KC (Bernie), is a partner at Dentons and 
leads the firms Energy Regulatory, Environmental and 
Indigenous Law practices. He advises clients on major facility 
applications, pipeline, and oil sands projects, and appears 
regularly before regulatory tribunals and courts. Bernie is 
widely recognized in Chambers, Legal 500, Lexpert, and 
Best Lawyers, and brings over three decades of experience 
navigating Canada’s evolving energy landscape. He also 
frequently publishes and speaks on energy policy, regulatory 
trends, and infrastructure development, offering strategic 
insight to clients across the conventional and emerging energy 
sectors.

Steve Saddleback
Steve Saddleback, from the Samson Cree Nation in 
Maskwacis, Alberta, is a dedicated leader advancing 
Indigenous economic participation. He is a Partner at the 
100% Indigenous-owned Opimoyaso Group and Senior 
Advisor in External Relations for the First Nations Major 
Projects Coalition. With expertise spanning finance, real 
estate, government relations, and non-profits, Steve has 
co-chaired the First Nations Site Rehabilitation Program and 
partnered in an oil and gas construction firm. He serves on 
boards including Renfrew Educational Services, CRIN, and 
Equitable Origin, and sits on Alberta’s Energy Future Initiative 
Leadership Council. He holds the ICD.D designation.

Sonya Savage
Sonya is a leading advocate in the energy industry. Her 
extensive public, corporate and private practice experience 
provides a unique and valuable perspective for our clients.

Sonya served as a Senior Minister for four years in the 
Alberta Government. Most recently, she held the position of 
Minister of Environment and Protected Areas and was also the 
Minster of Energy and Minister of Justice.

Previously, she worked in the corporate sector as a senior 
executive for the Canadian Energy Pipeline Association and 
Enbridge. She earned a Master of Laws (LLM) in 2015 with a 
published thesis on the evolving role of the National Energy 
Board. She also worked in private practice as a litigator for 
13 years.

Navigating and balancing energy security and climate 
interests in an evolving and often contentious political 
landscape lends to her expertise in energy and environmental 
law, energy policy, regulations and climate strategy.

Sonya was appointed to the King’s Counsel (KC) in 2022.

Brandon Schaufele
Brandon Schaufele is the Director of the Ivey Energy Policy 
and Management Centre and an Associate Professor of 
Business, Economics, and Public Policy at the Ivey Business 
School. Prior to coming to Ivey, Brandon was in the 
Department of Economics at the University of Ottawa as 
well as Research Director of the university’s Institute of the 
Environment. 

Brandon’s areas of expertise are regulation and energy 
and environmental economics. He has published in leading 
academic journals including: the Journal of Environmental 
Economics and Management, American Economic Journal: 
Applied Economics, Canadian Journal of Economics, Journal 
of Regulatory Economics and Energy Economics. 

Brandon served as Research Director of a national 
environmental policy think-tank and was Chair of the 
Canadian Resource and Environmental Economics 
Association. He is currently Treasurer and an Officer of the 
Canadian Economics Association. Brandon has testified 
before provincial and federal governments, participated in 
hearings on major energy projects, consulted for a wide array 
of companies and law firms on a range of policy topics and 
writes about Canadian energy policy at the Substack Ergs and 
Equilibrium.

Rachael Segal
As head of Enterprise Canada’s British Columbia practice, 
Rachael helps clients navigate government relations, public 
affairs, and strategic communications. A seasoned political 
strategist, lawyer, and media executive, she brings decades of 
experience advising leaders across government, media, and 
the private sector. 

Based in Vancouver, Rachael has worked at the highest 
levels of government, led political campaigns across Canada, 
and built a national platform dedicated to increasing 
women’s participation in politics. Her deep understanding 
of government, law, and communications makes her an 
invaluable resource for clients seeking to make an impact in 
British Columbia and beyond. 

Virgle Stephens
Virgle Stephens, a proud member of the Stoney Nakoda 
Nation, comes from a long line of ancestors dedicated to 
preserving and sharing traditional language, culture, and 
teachings. As one of 13 siblings, he understands the strength 
of community and the importance of passing knowledge 
across generations. A respected traditional, hereditary pipe 
carrier, Virgle plays a key role in fostering peace, unity, and 
cultural understanding. His passion lies in ensuring that 
both Indigenous and non-Indigenous people honour and 
respect traditional protocols, building relationships rooted in 
mutual learning. A strong advocate for education that values 
both Indigenous and Western knowledge systems, Virgle is 
committed to being a role model and ensuring that cultural 
and language preservation remains at the heart of all learning.

Sean Strickland
As Executive Director of Canada’s Building Trades Union, 
an association of 14 international unions representing 
over 600,000 members, Sean Strickland is responsible for 
overseeing the operations of the CBTU office, programs 
and identifying and coordinating opportunities for affiliates 
and local and provincial councils across Canada; including 
working with owner clients and employers.

Before taking on the role of Executive Director of Canada’s 
Building Trades Union (CBTU), Sean Strickland spent the 
previous three years as the Director of Business Development 
and Industry Relations with a large general contractor. In this 
role, Sean developed strong industry relationships, helping 
to solidify the contractor’s status as one of the top five in the 
country. Sean also holds the elected position of Regional 
Councillor in his home city of Waterloo, a position he has 
held since 1997.

Sean currently represents the CBTU in a number of 
capacities, including sitting on the board for BuildForce, 
SkillPlan, Multi-Employer Benefit Council of Canada, and 
Helmets to Hardhats. Additionally, Sean participates in several 
advisory activities, including NRCan’s Small Modular Reactor 
Action Plan and the Federal Government’s Construction 
Industry Roundtable.

Sean has a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from 
the University of Waterloo, is a graduate of the Executive 
Management Program at Wilfrid Laurier University and the 
Leadership Development program from Harvard University. 
He is the proud recipient of the Canada 125 Medal for 
Community Service and has served on numerous community 
boards and committees.

Karen Taylor
Karen Taylor is an independent energy consultant, with 
deep experience in capital markets, regulatory policy and 
infrastructure investing. She is Managing Co-editor of Energy 
Regulation Quarterly and is Vice Chair of the Council for Clean 
& Reliable Energy, a non-profit organization that provides a 
platform for public dialogue and analysis on subjects related to 
energy policy and governance. Karen is also a Board Member at 
Macaulay Centres for Children, where she serves on the finance 
and IT committees, Regent Street working group, and is chair 
of the strategic planning committee. She is also an Executive 
Fellow with the Ivey Energy Policy and Management Centre.

Karen has over 25 years of relevant senior executive financial 
and energy experience. She was a top-ranked equity analyst for 
16 years with TD Securities and BMO Capital Markets covering 
the pipeline, energy utility and power generation sectors. She 
also served as the Executive Advisor to the Chair of the Ontario 
Energy Board and was a Member of the Ontario Energy Board. 
In addition, she served as Special Advisor to the Chair of 
the Ontario Securities Commission. Karen has a Bachelor of 
Commerce Degree, Major in Finance, with Distinction, from the 
University of Alberta, a Master of Business Administration, with 
Honours from the Richard Ivey School of Business, University of 
Western Ontario, and is a Chartered Financial Analyst. She has 
also completed the ICD-Rotman Directors Education Program 
and holds the ICD.D designation.

Glen Wright
Glen Wright is the Chair of the Council for Clean and 
Reliable Energy, a federally incorporated non-profit volunteer 
organization that provides a platform for open dialogue and 
a solutions-oriented approach to the challenges of the energy 
sector. He is the former Chairman of Hydro One Inc. and 
Waterloo North Hydro.

Mr. Wright is currently serving as a director of the Kawartha 
Lakes Community Foundation, and a member of the Founder’s 
Group of the Grove Theatre in Fenlon Falls, Kawartha Lakes.

Mr. Wright is the former Chairman of LeanCor Canada Inc. 
and LeanCor LLC, a global supply chain company which has 
been acquired by Uber Freight enterprise.

Mr. Wright has served as the Chair of the Ontario’s 
Workplace Safety and Insurance Board and was a Member of the 
Commission for Environmental Cooperation, part of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement, where he served as the Chair 
of the Joint Public Advisory Committee. 

Glen’s private sector career has focused primarily on the 
insurance and pension fields. He has served on the Board of a 
wide range of corporations in the insurance, environmental, 
technology and manufacturing sectors and participated in 
a variety of charitable and not-for-profit Boards including 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation and Wilfrid Laurier 
University. Early on in his career he served as a Member of 
Waterloo City Council and Waterloo Regional Council and has 
acted as a senior advisor to several federal and provincial leaders.
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