
Hon. Todd Smith   

For over 25 years, Todd Smith 
has been a trusted voice in the 
Quinte region. A graduate of 
Loyalist College, he embarked 
on a 16-year career in radio 
broadcasting, serving as the 
voice of Belleville Bulls hockey 
and rising to News Director at 
Quinte Broadcasting.

Todd was first elected in 2011 in the riding of 
Prince Edward—Hastings. While in Opposition, he 
served as the PC Critic for several portfolios including 
the energy file. 

In 2022, he was re-elected in the Bay of Quinte riding 
as part of the Doug Ford government, and he was 
reappointed to serve as Minister of Energy – a file he has 
held since 2021. Previously, he has served as 
Government House Leader, Minister of Government and 
Consumer Services, Minister of Economic Development, 
Job Creation, and Trade, and Minister of Children, 
Community and Social Services.

Born and raised in Riverview, New Brunswick, Todd 
has lived in the Belleville area since the early 1990s. He 
lives there with his wife Tawnya and daughters Payton 
and Reagan.

Rumina Velshi     

Rumina Velshi served as 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the CNSC from August 
2018 to October 2023. She was a 
Commission member from 2011 
to 2018. In February 2020, Ms. 
Velshi was appointed 
Chairperson of the Commission 
on Safety Standards, established 
by the International Atomic Energy Agency, for a 4 year 
term. She also chaired the 50th and 51st meetings of the 
International Nuclear Regulators’ Association.

Ms. Velshi holds a Bachelor of Applied Science in civil 
engineering, a Master of Engineering in chemical 
engineering and a Master of Business Administration, all 
from the University of Toronto.

Ms. Velshi has extensive technical, regulatory and 
adjudication expertise in the energy industry. During her 
over 40-year career in the sector, she worked in various 
capacities at Ontario Hydro and Ontario Power Generation 
and served as a part-time board member of the Ontario 
Energy Board.

Ms. Velshi has very actively promoted careers in 
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM), 
especially for young women. She co-chaired Canada’s 
first-ever Nuclear Energy Agency International Mentoring 
Workshop for Indigenous young women. She was also the 
founding co-chair of Canada’s Driving the Advancement of 
Women in Nuclear and of the International Gender 
Champion’s Impact Group on Gender Equality in Nuclear 
Regulatory Agencies.

Ms. Velshi is internationally sought after to speak on a 
wide range of topics, such as regulatory innovation, 
international collaboration, strengthening public trust and 
the imperative of diversity and inclusiveness.
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Marc Arsenault
Marc is a proud Ironworker with Local 721 and brings hard work, 
strategic thinking and determination to every job. Marc was elected 
to the position of Business Manager of the Provincial Building and 
Construction Trades Council of Ontario at the 2021 Annual General 
Convention.

Prior to being elected, Marc served as the Director of Stakeholder 
Relations with Ontario’s Ironworkers District Council, where he used 
his 25 years of experience to form collaborative partnerships with 
purchasers of construction services, contractors, Ironworker Training 
Centres, and provincial and federal governments. Marc recognizes 
the value of strong partnerships and played a key role in the creation 
of the Apprenticeship Enhancement Fund (AEF), by bringing 
together key partners from the private sector, labour, community, and 
government to help improve Union Training Centres across Ontario.

Marc is a strong advocate of working with not-for-profit 
community groups and supports implementing Workforce 
Development Agreements at all levels of government. Marc currently 
provides construction subject matter expertise to municipal and 
provincial governments to strengthen social procurement programs 
and advocate for health, safety, and registered apprenticeship training.

Ted Bauer
Ted Bauer is the Vice President, Engagement and External Relations 
of the Alberta Indigenous Opportunities Corporation, a provincial 
Crown Corporation with a mandate to catalyze Indigenous 
prosperity and independence through investment and involvement 
in Alberta’s natural resources, agriculture, transportation, and 
telecommunications sectors. 

Before joining the AIOC, Ted had an extensive and diverse 
background in the political, journalism and non-profit sectors 
spanning nearly 30 years of experience. His governance experience 
encompasses several board positions, including time at Drive 
Happiness, Homeward Trust Indigenous Advisory Council and the 
YWCA Rose Council. 

Ted is a proud member of the Sturgeon Lake Cree Nation in 
Treaty 8 and is a graduate of the University of Montana with a degree 
in Journalism and holds a citation from the University of Alberta.

John Beck
John M. Beck is founder and Chairman of Aecon Group Inc. A 
graduate in Civil Engineering from McGill University, Mr. Beck has 
more than 50 years of experience in the construction industry in 
Canada and internationally. His background includes corporate 
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		      Marc Brouillette    
Marc Brouillette is the principal consultant at Strategic Policy Economics with 25 years’ 

experience in the impacts of technology-based innovations on public-private initiatives in policy 

driven regulated environments. 

Marc has analyzed the strategic and economic implications of climate and energy policies 

in Canada with a specific focus on Ontario’s electricity sector including decarbonization 

of the economy, the role of renewables, nuclear generation, transmission interties, and the 

hydrogen economy. Marc has written about the implementation challenges, options, and costs 

of reducing emission to meet the 2030 Paris agreement objectives. His latest published works 

include an analysis of the opportunities for a National Energy Vision for Canada and a related 

series of CCRE commentaries, and a report on the Electrification Pathways for Ontario, which 

supported the efforts of Ontario’s Green Ribbon Panel. Marc is actively informing climate and 

energy policies for Ontario and Canada on behalf of the Power Workers’ Union through their 

consultation activities.

Marc is the chair of the economics, finance and policy task force for NRCan’s Hydrogen 

Strategy Electricity Working Group and a member of the Canadian Manufacturers and 

Exporters Energy Committee.

		      Greg Lyle   
Greg Lyle is the founder and President of Innovative Research Group Inc. (INNOVATIVE), a national 

public opinion research and consultation firm with offices in Toronto and Vancouver. INNOVATIVE is 

focused on connecting its clients with the audiences that are critical to achieving their goals.

As a former principal secretary to Manitoba premier Gary Filmon, Greg has built a career at the 

intersection of public opinion, communications, and public policy. With over 30 years of 

communications and opinion research experience, Greg and his team of twenty-five researchers use a full 

range of research tools to provide strategic counsel to public, private and not-for-profit clients across a 

variety of sectors including financial services, transportation, resource industries, energy, and health care.

Greg has a strong background in energy. Since 2007, INNOVATIVE has run an annual national 

study on siting infrastructure that has tracked views on pipelines, shale gas, electricity transmission and 

various forms of generations. INNOVATIVE’s custom clients include pipelines, petroleum producers, 

electricity generators, transmission companies, distributors, and regulators.

INNOVATIVE’s polls have been highlighted in media across the country. In 2016, Greg received 

the Public Affairs Association of Canada Award of Distinction. Greg splits his time between Vancouver 

and Toronto with regular stops in Calgary and lives in Gibsons, BC.
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leadership in numerous construction activities including heavy civil 
projects and public-private partnerships for the development of 
infrastructure, such as airports, toll roads and transit systems.

Mr. Beck is currently a member of the Business Council of 
Canada, and he is a Council Member of the Chartered Public 
Accountants of Ontario. He was previously Chairman of the Board 
of the Ontario Power Authority, as well as a member of the Board 
of Directors of the Ontario Financing Authority. His previous 
board memberships were the Royal Conservatory of Music and the 
Advisory Council for the School of Public Policy at the University of 
Calgary. He has also been Co-Chair of the Infrastructure and Urban 
Development Industries at the World Economic Forum.

He was awarded the 2019 E&Y Entrepreneur of the Year, 
Construction. In recognition of his distinguished achievements 
and career-long service, Mr. Beck was inducted as a Fellow into the 
Canadian Academy of Engineering.

Vincent Caron
Since 1871, CME has made the difference for Canada’s manufacturing 
and exporting communities. The association directly represents more 
than 2,500 leading companies nationwide. More than 85 percent of 
CME members are small-and-medium sized enterprises.

As Director, Policy and Ontario Government Relations, Vincent 
works with member companies and the Ontario government to 
promote policies that lower costs and increase investment for 
manufacturers.

Prior to joining CME, Vincent worked in the governments of 
Ontario and Canada for 15 years, with a primary focus on economic 
policy. He advised six federal ministers in various departments, 
including Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada 
and Public Safety Canada.

Originally from Quebec City, Vincent has a master’s degree in 
Public Policy from the University of Bristol in England.

Philip Duguay
Philip Duguay is Vice President of Business Development for Grid 
United. He has worked as an infrastructure developer and public 
policy analyst across Canada and the United States for over a decade. 
In previous roles, he worked as a ‘macrogrid’ policy advocate, 
originated a $2 billion CAD transmission project in partnership with 
a Canadian institutional investor and an Indigenous government, and 
helped to develop energy strategies for the governments of Québec 
and the Northwest Territories. He has also worked for a wind energy 

trade association in South Africa and on international development 
initiatives in Indonesia, Ethiopia, and Senegal.

Philip has a joint BCL-LLB degree from McGill University, 
Faculty of Law and a BA from Dalhousie University. He and his 
partner Kathleen reside in downtown Montreal, Québec.

Aaron Engen
Aaron is a Vice Chair, Investment & Corporate Banking and 
Co-Head, Energy Transition at BMO Capital Markets. Over his 
two decades of investment banking experience with BMO Capital 
Markets, his work focused on the energy infrastructure sector with an 
emphasis on organizations engaged in developing, constructing, and 
operating major energy infrastructure facilities. As Co-Head of the 
Energy Transition Group, Aaron is focused on working with clients 
as they seek to decarbonize their businesses and as they pursue and 
look to finance energy transition opportunities. In that role he also 
supports the firm’s other investment banking industry groups as they 
engage with clients in their energy transition endeavours.

Aaron’s investment banking experience includes advising 
clients on merger and acquisition transactions and opportunities 
and working with clients in conjunction with debt, preferred share, 
hybrid, and equity financing. Aaron has also prepared evidence and 
appeared as an expert witness on behalf of regulated utilities before 
several Canadian regulators in connection with cost of capital, capital 
structure and other regulatory matters.

Prior to joining BMO Capital Markets, Aaron was a partner with 
a major Canadian law firm, McCarthy Tétrault, where he practiced 
corporate and securities law, principally in the power and utilities 
sector. Aaron has an MBA and LLB from the University of Alberta and 
a BA from the University of Lethbridge.

Dale Friesen
Dale Friesen is Senior Vice President, Corporate Affairs & Chief 
Government Affairs Officer of ATCO.

Appointed to the role in 2020, he is responsible for cultivating 
collaborative relationships with all levels of government and 
community partners, advancing ATCO’s global advocacy initiatives, 
and fostering authentic dialogue with constituents to create the 
conditions for shared, sustainable prosperity.

Mr. Friesen has more than 30 years of experience with ATCO, 
having served in a variety of technical, management, and senior 
leadership roles in both Canada and Australia. From 2015 to 
2020, he served as Vice President, Indigenous and Government 
Relations & Sustainability, during which time he attended the United 
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Nations Climate Change Conference of the Parties in Paris (2015), 
Marrakech (2016), Bonn (2017), and Katowice (2018) as an industry 
representative with the Canadian delegation, and in Madrid (2019) 
as a member of the Canadian delegation. During that same period, 
he oversaw the modernization of ATCO’s sustainability disclosures to 
align with best practice established by the Sustainability Accounting 
Standards Board (SASB) the Task Force on Climate-related Financial 
Disclosures (TCFD).

Mr. Friesen serves as an Executive Officer of the Alberta 
Chamber of Resources Board and is Chair for the Canadian Electricity 
Association’s Generation Council. He has also served as a member 
of Environment and Climate Change Canada’s (ECCC) Technical 
Working Group for the Clean Fuel Standards, the Multi-Stakeholder 
Committee on GHG Regulatory Measures and Programs, and 
the Technical Working Group for Natural Gas Greenhouse Gas 
Regulations. He is also a member of the Delphi Excel Group and of the 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce.

A graduate of Mechanical Engineering from the University of 
Alberta, Mr. Friesen is a member of both the Association of Professional 
Engineers and Geoscientists of Alberta and of Engineers Australia. 

Eric Gould
Eric Gould is a founding member and partner of Modus Strategic 
Solutions, Inc.  Eric utilizes his 35+ years of experience in the 
construction industry to provide strategic consulting advice to clients 
engaged in complex, multi-year power generation and industrial 
construction mega-projects.  Eric consults with clients in the energy 
and industrial sectors to enhance their ability to prudently manage 
major capital improvement projects. His services are focused on project 
oversight, risk management, strategic planning, commercial disputes, 
and regulatory strategy for complex construction projects. 

Over the course of his career, Eric has represented many of the 
largest utilities in the US and Canada, and his work has encompassed 
all phases of construction, from conceptual planning to project 
execution. He has been engaged in the planning, development, 
procurement, construction and/or rehabilitation of more than 23,000 
MW of electric power in North America. His experience includes 
multi-year, complex refurbishment and new builds of nuclear and 
fossil power plants, decommissioning of commercial nuclear facilities 
and laboratories, alternative energy facilities, wind and solar generation 
and innovative co-generation facilities.  Eric has also been engaged 
in complex, multi-party project disputes, dispute resolution and 
regulatory compliance, and has testified and prepared strategy for rate 
recovery of prudently managed construction projects.

Eric is a member of Nuclear Energy Institute’s Construction 
Task Force and Advanced Reactor Forum, focused on lessons 
learned, project cost, schedule and risk improvements, and process 
improvements for the next wave of nuclear projects and developing a 
North American Nuclear Road Map.

Sashen Guneratna
Sashen Guneratna is a Managing Director within the investments 
group and assists the Executive Team with implementing Canada 
Infrastructure Bank’s (CIB) investment strategy. 

Sashen has more than 20 years of banking and advisory 
experience encompassing several sectors and jurisdictions. Most 
recently, Sashen was a Partner within the Capital Projects and 
Infrastructure group at PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP with a focus on 
Water and Wastewater, First Nations led projects, Power and Utilities. 
Prior to joining PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in 2013, Sashen worked 
for National Bank Financial as a Financial Advisor and Underwriter of 
project finance transactions. 

Sashen holds an MBA and BBA from the Schulich School of 
Business.

Don Guy
By some strange set of circumstances and dumb luck, Don Guy 
finds himself holding a unique place in Canadian public affairs.  As 
pollster to the Liberal Party of Canada in the Jean Chretien and Justin 
Trudeau eras, he has more winning campaigns than any other in the 
party’s history.  As a campaign manager, he has led more come-from-
behind wins than anyone in Canadian history.  And as a public affairs 
consultant, his counsel is widely sought and trusted by partisan of all 
stripes although he has spent very few of his 37 years working full-time 
in government.

Instead, Don’s focus is understanding consumers, markets and 
business and how they intersect with voters, politics and public policy.  
He is the owner of Pollara Strategic Insights and founding partner of 
GT&Co, where his colleagues include partisans of all stripes as well 
as Canada’s former chief trade negotiator, Prime Minister Harper’s 
National Security Advisor and a former energy minister and chief of 
staff to another energy minister.

Don’s roster of energy clients at one time or another has included 
TC Energy, MEG Energy, Suncor, Canadian Association of Petroleum 

Producers, Bruce Power, TransAlta, Hydro One, Emera, CANWEA, 
Kruger, Energy Storage Canada and Deep Sky Carbon Capture 
among others.

He lives in rural Ontario, in a home heated by geo-thermal 
because there is no gas line, and as is painfully obvious on zoom 
calls, no fibre optic cable for internet.

David Hay
David Hay is the Managing Director of Delgatie Incorporated, 

a strategic advisory firm. He is the former Vice-Chair and Managing 
Director of CIBC World Markets Inc., a role he held until 2015. From 
2004 until 2010, he was President and CEO of New Brunswick 
Power Corporation. Prior to that Mr. Hay held senior investment 
banking roles as Senior Vice President and Director responsible for 
mergers and acquisitions with Merrill Lynch Canada and Managing 
Director of European mergers and acquisitions with Merrill Lynch 
International based in London, England. 

Mr. Hay spent the early part of his career as a practicing lawyer 
at Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP and taught at both the University 
of Toronto and University of New Brunswick. Mr. Hay was a Law 
Clerk to the Chief Justice of the High Court of the Supreme Court of 
Ontario from 1981 until 1982.

Mr. Hay also sits on the boards of Hydro One, EPCOR 
Utilities Inc., and the Council for Clean and Reliable Energy. Prior 
directorships include Toronto Hydro-Electric System Limited, 
where he was Vice-Chair, and Associated Electric & Gas Insurance 
Services Limited (AEGIS). Mr. Hay also chaired the boards of both 
Beaverbrook Art Gallery and SHAD Canada.

Mr. Hay holds a Bachelor of Laws from Osgoode Hall Law 
School, York University and a Bachelor of Arts from the University 
of Toronto (Victoria College). He is a Fellow of the Ivey Energy and 
Policy Institute and holds his ICD.D.

Guy Holburn
Guy Holburn is Professor of Business, Economics and Public Policy 
at the Ivey Business School, University of Western Ontario. His areas 
of expertise are business strategy, regulation, and governance, with 
a focus on the energy and utilities sectors. He has published widely 
in top peer-reviewed academic journals, has authored more than 
a dozen reports on provincial and federal energy policies, and is a 
regular contributor to local and national media.

Dr. Holburn is the founder and former Director of the Ivey 
Energy Policy and Management Centre, a leading think-tank 
on energy sector policy in Canada. He is a Director of London 
Hydro, a board member of the Alliance for Research on Corporate 
Sustainability, and a member of the Council for Clean and Reliable 
Energy. Dr. Holburn has served as a consultant and advisor to 
corporations and governments in Canada and the U.S. He has 
provided advice on economic impact assessments, corporate 
governance, merger/acquisition strategy, regional economic 
development strategy, electricity pricing policy, pipeline regulation, 
and corporate performance improvement. He testified as an expert 
witness on utility regulation and Crown corporation governance 
issues at the Muskrat Falls Inquiry in 2018 and 2019. He has also 
testified in court as an expert witness on business strategy issues in 
commercial litigation.

Holburn joined Ivey in 2001 and teaches both degree and 
executive development programs. He holds a Ph.D. and M.A. from 
the University of California, Berkeley, and a B.A. Hons. (First Class) 
from Cambridge University. Previously Holburn worked for several 
years as a management consultant for Bain and Company in England 
and in South Africa.

Michelle Johnston
Michelle Johnston is the president of the Society of United 
Professionals, the union of choice for Ontario’s professional workers.

A proud Northerner from Timmins, Ontario, Ms. Johnston 
has burst through glass ceilings throughout her more than 30 years 
in the provincial energy sector. Beginning in forestry as a summer 
student, Ms. Johnston moved on to customer service roles before 
being recruited to Ontario Hydro’s head office. Prior to becoming an 
elected union leader, Ms. Johnston worked in IT as a Senior Business 
Process Analyst.

Ms. Johnston became a union activist during the Society’s 105-
day strike of Hydro One in 2005. Organizing her colleagues to fight 
back against two-tier pensions and benefits was an empowering 
experience that motivated Ms. Johnston to join the Society’s elected 
leadership.

Prior to becoming President in 2021, Ms. Johnston served as 
Secretary-Treasurer. In the Secretary-Treasurer role Ms. Johnston 
maintained the union’s strong financial position and led successful 
organizing campaigns to grow the Society’s membership. Ms. 
Johnston has also served the Society as Executive Vice President of 
Policy and Unit Director in the Hydro One Local.

As part of her role Ms. Johnston holds a number of external 
offices. She is Vice President (Canada) of the International Federation 
of Professional and Technical Engineers, a member of the Canadian 
Labour Congress’s Canadian Council, and a director of the Ontario 
Federation of Labour, Canadian Nuclear Association, and Electricity 
Human Resources Canada.

Ms. Johnston holds an Honours BA in Psychology with a double 
minor in Sociology and Social Work from Laurentian University in 
Sudbury, Ontario.

Having beat an aggressive form of breast cancer with the support 
of Ontario’s health care system and her family, in her spare time Ms. 
Johnston dedicates her efforts to the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
of Canada and the CIBC Run for the Cure.

Kim Lauritsen
Kim Lauritsen is Senior Vice President of Enterprise Strategy 
& Energy Markets at Ontario Power Generation (OPG). Kim is 
responsible for OPG’s strategy development and leads the team 
responsible for interfacing with Ontario’s energy markets and markets 
in other jurisdictions.

Kim has more than 20 years of experience in the energy industry, 
having worked across various parts of the value chain, in several areas 
of the world. Prior to joining OPG in 2019, Kim worked at Origin 
Energy in Australia, focused on commercial strategy and transactions, 
renewable energy generation, liquefied natural gas projects, and 
customer-facing solutions, such as smart metering and virtual power 
plants. Prior to that, Kim worked at Shell in Europe, where she 
started her career with roles in finance, modeling, and economics.

Kim holds a Bachelor of Commerce from McGill University, a 
Master of Science in Renewable Energy Development from Heriot-
Watt University and an MBA from INSEAD. She is also a member of 
the C.D. Howe Energy Policy Council.

Scott Lee
Scott is the President of Makwa Development Corporation that 
looks to build meaningful capacity within the Saugeen Ojibway 
Nation (SON) Traditional Territory and foster positive relationships 
with strategic business partners to create real and meaningful 
opportunities for SON band members. Makwa Development brings 
access to labour resource of Indigenous people across Ontario and 
Canada, and has the capability to access skills, labour and expertise 
through established First Nation partnerships and labour/training 
programs throughout Canada.

Scott Lee is former Chief of the Nawash First Nation and has 
been a leading entrepreneur in his community for over 20 years with 
interests in construction and retail.

David McFadden
David is the Chair of the Board of Directors of Toronto Hydro 
Corporation, 407 International Inc., PCI Geomatics Inc., and 
Makwa Development Corporation.

David is a member of the MaRS Climate Innovation Board and 
a member of the Council for Clean and Reliable Energy. He served 
previously as the Chair of the Energy Transformation Network of 
Ontario and Chair of the Board of the Ontario Energy Association.

David was a partner at Gowling WLG for over 30 years where 
he acted for corporations, municipalities and utilities involved in 
the generation, distribution, transmission, marketing and financing 
of energy projects. He served on the Gowling WLG Executive 
Committee and Board of Trustees and was Chair of the firm’s Energy 
and Infrastructure Industry Group and International Management 
Committee.

David serves as Chair of the Board of Directors of the Yonge Street 
Mission and as a board member of Theatre Collingwood. He served 
on the Board of Governors of York University from 2013 to 2020. 
David received an Honorary Doctorate from York University in 2012. 

He previously served as Chair of the Toronto Region Board 
of Trade. As Chair, David launched the Board of Trade’s focus on 
energy and infrastructure development and renewal in the Greater 
Toronto Area.

David was the Chair of the Board of the Ontario Centres of 
Excellence Inc. (2004-2010) and in that position led the creation 
of the Centre of Excellence for Energy which has supported energy 
innovation across Ontario.

David has also served as Chair of the Stakeholder’s Alliance for 
Electricity Competition and Customer Choice, was a member of 
the Canada-US Electric System Working Group which investigated 
the massive blackout in August 2003, co-led an investigation team 
into the 2006 nationwide blackout in Jamaica, was a Member of the 
Ontario Ministry of Energy’s Electricity Conservation and Supply 
Task Force (2003-2004) and served on the Ontario Distribution 
Sector Review Panel (2012). 

David was named the Leader of the Year by the Ontario Energy 
Association in 2013.
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Jeff Parnell
Jeff Parnell is the President of the Power Workers Union. The Power 
Workers’ Union is Ontario’s largest union in the Electricity Sector 
representing over 18,000 members in the generation, transmission 
and distribution of electricity. The Power Workers Union has a proud 
reputation for being the voice for workers in the Electricity Sector, 
including workers at Ontario Power Generation, Hydro One, Bruce 
Power, Toronto Hydro, Alectra, the Independent Electricity System 
Operator and more than 50 other electricity companies.

The PWU is committed to the following principles: Create 
opportunities for sustainable, high-pay, high-skill jobs; ensure 
reliable, affordable, environmentally responsible electricity; build 
economic growth for Ontario’s communities; and promote intelligent 
reform of Ontario’s energy policy.

Jeff began his career with Ontario Hydro in 1987. He has 
served in several disciplines within the Electricity Sector in both 
Transmission and Generation. As an experienced Electricity Sector 
contributor, he has unique perspective in conversations regarding 
energy policy and direction. 

Jeff sits on the boards of the Ivey Energy Centre Advisory 
Board, Plug ‘N Drive and numerous other industry initiatives where 
his experience and knowledge brings an ability to understand and 
provide solutions to problems that Ontario’s Electricity industry faces, 
as it adapts to the pressures of climate change.

Rod Phillips
Rod Phillips is a business and public policy leader and lifelong 
community volunteer. In 2018, he was elected as the Member of 
Provincial Parliament representing the suburban community of 
Ajax. During his time in government, Rod served as the Minister 
of Finance, the Minister Long Term Care and the Minister of 
Environment, Conservation and Parks. Prior to his public service, 
Rod was the President and CEO of the Ontario Lottery and Gaming 
Corporation (OLG) and the health and productivity company 
Morneau-Shepell (Lifeworks). He served as the Chair of the Board 
of Postmedia Network Inc., Canadian Chair and Global Advisory 
Board member of AI unicorn Afiniti and served on the corporate 
boards of Data Communications Management, Top Aces, and the 
Interprovincial Lottery Corporation. He is currently a member of the 
board of Canaccord Genuity. Rod began his career as a management 
consultant with KPMG. He also worked with Goodmans LLP and as 
Chief of Staff to the first Mayor of the amalgamated City of Toronto. 

An active community volunteer Rod served as the Chair of Civic 
Action and the TELUS Community Fund. He was the founding Chair 
of the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health’s Transforming Lives 
Gala and a member of the Boards of the Toronto International Film 
Festival, the Canadian Psychiatric Research Foundation, the Global 
Business and Economic Roundtable on Addiction and Mental Health, 
the Council of the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Ontario, 
Bridgepoint Health, and the Toronto Community Foundation.  He is 
a past President of the Canadian Club of Toronto. 

Rod was selected as one of Canada’s Top 40 Under 40 and 
as one of the “Best of the Best “on the 10th Anniversary of that 
award. In 2009, with investment partner the Clairvest Group, he 
was awarded the Canadian Venture Capital Association Deal of 
the Year in the Private Equity category. In 2010 he was appointed 
Honorary Lieutenant Colonel, 32nd Combat Engineers Regiment 
headquartered at Downsview Base, Toronto. 

A graduate of the MBA program at Wilfrid Laurier University 
Rod also holds an Honours BA in Political Science and English 
from Western University. He is a graduate of the Rotman School 
of Management Directors Education Program with Institute of 
Corporate Directors designation, ICD.D. 

James Scongack
James Scongack is the Executive Vice President, Operational Services 
& Chief Development Officer at Bruce Power. In this role James 
is responsible for operational and capital project services with a 
team of nearly 1,000 professionals at the nuclear facility. He also 
has responsibility for nuclear regulatory affairs, external affairs, 
environment, sustainability, asset dispatch, medical isotopes and 
business development. 

During his 20-years of service at Bruce Power, he’s served in 
a number of diverse leadership roles at the company including 
the Vice-President of the Bruce B Generating Station where he 

was responsible for the safety, operations, project integration and 
standards of excellence at the facility consisting of four large-scale 
CANDU nuclear reactors. He’s also served as the company’s Vice-
President of Environment & Corporate Affairs and in leadership roles 
reporting to the President & CEO dating back to 2005. 

James serves as Chair of the Independent Electricity System 
Operator Strategic Advisory Committee, Chair of the Canadian 
Nuclear Isotope Council and Chair of the Pediatric Oncology Group 
of Ontario (POGO). He’s previously served as a Director on LifeLabs, 
Canada’s largest community laboratory services provider and the 
Brain Tumour Foundation of Canada. 

James has been recognized by the Globe and Mail Report on 
Business 2022 Best Executive Awards and awarded the Platinum 
Jubilee Award in honour of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s 70th 
Anniversary on the Throne for his work on COVID-19 Provincial 
vaccination efforts. He’s also a recipient of Canada’s Top 40 Under 40 
by Caldwell/Bloomberg. 

James has an Executive MBA from London’s Ivey Business 
School and a Chartered Director through McMaster’s DeGroote 
Business School. James holds a Master’s Degree from the University 
of Guelph College of Management and Economics in Leadership and 
a BA (Hons) and has completed Master’s-level Project Management 
certification through York University’s Schulich Business School. 
He is also a graduate of the US-based Institute of Nuclear Power 
Operations Senior Plant Management Program and Bruce Power’s 
Enhanced Operational Training Program.

Karen Taylor
Karen Taylor is an independent energy consultant to industry and 
investors, with deep experience incapital markets, regulatory policy, 
and infrastructure investing.

Karen currently serves as the Vice Chair of the Council for Clean 
& Reliable Energy, a non-profit organization that provides a platform 
for public dialogue and analysis on subjects related to energy policy 
and governance. She is also a Board Member of the Macaulay Centres 
for Children, where she serves on the finance and IT committees and 
is Chair of the strategic planning committee. Karen is an Executive 
Fellow with the Ivey Energy Policy and Management Centre.

Karen has over 25 years of relevant senior executive financial 
and energy experience. She was a top-ranked equity analyst for 
16 years with TD Securities and BMO Capital Markets covering 
the pipeline, energy utility and power generation sectors. She also 
served as the Executive Advisor to the Chair of the Ontario Energy 
Board and was a Member of the Ontario Energy Board. In addition, 
she served as Special Advisor to the Chair of the Ontario Securities 
Commission.

Karen has a Bachelor of Commerce Degree, Major in Finance, 
with Distinction, from the University of Alberta, a Master of Business 
Administration, with Honours from the Richard Ivey School of 
Business, University of Western Ontario and is a Chartered Financial 
Analyst. She has also completed the ICD Rotman Directors Education 
Program and holds the ICD.D designation.

Megan Telford
Megan Telford is the EVP, Strategy, Energy Transition and Human 
Resources at Hydro One, responsible for strategy, planning, 
partnerships, sustainability, corporate affairs and human resources. 
Ms. Telford is a highly regarded and passionate business leader with 
deep expertise in law and human resources and a reputation for 
building trust and strong partnerships.

Ms. Telford was previously the Chief Human Resources Officer 
at the company. In 2022, Ms. Telford assumed responsibility for the 
Health, Safety and Environment teams and interim responsibility 
for the Corporate Affairs and Customer Care teams. Before joining 
Hydro One in 2020, Ms. Telford held the position of Head of Human 
Resources at Toronto Dominion (TD) Insurance from 2019 to 2020, 
and a number of increasingly senior legal and human resources roles 
at TD Bank since 2007. Prior to TD, Ms. Telford practiced labour and 
employment law at a national law firm and worked at the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration in The Hague.

Ms. Telford holds an Honours Bachelor of Arts in Industrial 
Relations from McMaster University, a Master of Industrial Relations 
and Juris Doctor from Queen’s University and she was a law clerk for 
Justices Stone and Strayer at the Federal Court of Appeal.

John Wabb
John Wabb has been a member of the Canadian Union of Skilled 
Workers since it was established in 1999 and is currently Chairperson of 
the National Executive Board. John began his career as a Construction 
& Maintenance Electrician apprentice and later obtained his Powerline 
Technician certificate of qualification. John has gained an understanding 
and appreciation of post-secondary education while on the Centennial 
College Board of Governors and the Ontario College Of Trades - 
Powerline Technician Trade Board.

John currently participates on several industry committees 
including the CUSW/Multi-Employer Apprenticeship Governance 
Council, Aboriginal Apprenticeship Board of Ontario, the Canadian 
Apprenticeship Forum Skills for Success project and the Electricity 
Human Resource Canada Greening a Generation initiative. Participating 
on these committees and working groups provides him with the 
opportunity to engage with those in our community who share the same 
vision of our collective success and champion the values of diversity & 
inclusion.

Saga Williams
Saga Williams, LL.B. is the principal and owner of AS Williams 
Consulting. She is a band member and resident of Curve Lake First 
Nation. Through her maternal relations, she is also a member of the 
Namekosipiing Anishinabeg located in the Treaty #3 area. 

After graduating with an Indigenous Studies (Hons.) degree from 
Trent University and a law degree from Osgoode Hall Law School, Saga 
was called to the Ontario Bar in 2000. With over 20 years’ experience, 
Saga has been involved in the successful implementation of several 
high-profile initiatives, including energy, mining, economic and policy 
development projects and land claims settlements.

Saga was an elected Councillor for her community and served 
a three-year term, holding three portfolios and chairing several 
community-based committees. Over her years working with First 
Nations governments, and holding a leadership position, Saga has 
gained an expertise in governance structures, policies, and processes. 
Saga also teaches as an Osgoode Hall Law School Adjunct Professor, 
introducing first year law students to issues of Indigenous rights and 
reconciliation, coaching students who are participating in the national 
Indigenous law moot, was the Chair of a national non-profit youth 
services Board, and currently sits as a Director on several publicly traded 
mining boards.

Recently, Saga has joined the First Nations Major Project Coalition 
Team and is working towards membership support and outreach, as 
well as advising on First Nations involvement in the critical mineral and 
energy sectors.

Glen Wright
Glen Wright is the Chair of the Council for Clean and Reliable Energy, 
a federally incorporated non-profit volunteer organization that provides 
a platform for open dialogue and a solutions-oriented approach to the 
challenges of the energy sector. He is the former Chairman of Hydro 
One Inc. and Waterloo North Hydro.

Mr. Wright is currently serving as a director of the Kawartha 
Lakes Community Foundation, and a member of the Founder’s Group 
of the Grove Theatre in Fenlon Falls, Kawartha Lakes.

Mr. Wright is the former Chairman of LeanCor Canada Inc. 
and LeanCor LLC, a global supply chain company which has been 
acquired by Uber Freight enterprise.

Mr. Wright has served as the Chair of the Ontario’s Workplace 
Safety and Insurance Board and was a Member of the Commission for 
Environmental Cooperation, part of the North American Free Trade 
Agreement, where he served as the Chair of the Joint Public Advisory 
Committee. 

Glen’s private sector career has focused primarily on the 
insurance and pension fields. He has served on the Board of a wide 
range of corporations in the insurance, environmental, technology 
and manufacturing sectors and participated in a variety of charitable 
and not-for-profit Boards including the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation and Wilfrid Laurier University. Early on in his career he 
served as a Member of Waterloo City Council and Waterloo Regional 
Council and has acted as a senior advisor to several federal and 
provincial leaders.
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